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Sacred heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


<a Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO.., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 





Conception Seminary 
Conception, Missouri 
A Minor and Major Seminary to prepare students for the 
priesthood. Conducted by the Benedictine Fathers. Special 
consideration given to young men of moderate means who wish 
to prepare for the Priesthood. 
Catalog sent upon request. Write to: — 


The Reverend Rector 


Church Fabrics 
Cloth of Gold Gold Brocades 
Silk Damask Brocades 
Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 


All liturgically correct as to design and color. 





Immediate deliveries. 


Chomas A. Blake 
“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 





Gabernacle and Purgatory 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the 
supervision of a Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 
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Premiums for Fuly 


For new and renewal Subscriptions 


For ONE Subscription 

Picture of St. Benedict — Sepia print, portraying the saint 
with a crozier, a copy of the Holy Rule and a chalice, from which issues 
a serpent, symbolizing a great miracle. 7x10 inches. OR: — 

Scapular of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel — Hand-stitched brown 
scapular. OR: — 

Packet of Assorted Bookmarks — Verses, spiritual thoughts 
and maxims of the saints attractively printed on colored cards. OR: — 

Booklet — Choice of “Devotion to the Precious Blood” or 
“Good St. Anne,”’ or any ten-cent booklet advertised this month. 


For TWO Subscriptions 

Scapular of Our Lady.of Mt. Carmel — Beautifully hand- 
stitched scapular, and booklet, “‘Sacramentals.’” OR: — 

Artistic Picture of Pope Pius XII — A beautiful likeness of 
His Holiness, lithographed in contrasting colors and mounted on a 
red backing. 10x13 inches. OR: — 

“Ecce Homo” — A touching picture in sepia of the thorn- 
crowned Head of our Savior, by Carlo Dolci. Bust, 12 x 16 inches. 


For THREE Subscriptions 


(NOTE: The premiums listed here for three subscriptions are given only for 
three separate one-year subscriptions, and not for one subscription for three 
years at the reduced rate of $2.00.) 








Fivefold Scapular — 4 set of five hand-stitched scapulars. OR: 

“Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord” — Two 
booklets, comprising a treasury of liturgical prayers and Sacred Scrip- 
ture texts, which the user will find most inspiring when preparing for 
the major feasts and seasons of the Church. 


For FOUR Subscriptions 
“Mother Most Amiable’ — <A print of Baroness von Oer's 
worthy representation of the Mother of God and her Divine Babe, also 
known as “Our Lady of Mount Carmel.” 15x 21 inches. 


For TEN Subscriptions 
“My Daily Contemplation” — <A precious manual showing 


how to convert each moment of the day into prayer and contemplation. 
325 pages. English or Polish. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





© Jesus, by the Precious Blood flowing from Ghy wounded 
Heart, purify the souls in purgatory and deliver them from their 


torments! 
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The Precious Blood and Sinners 


iit tte 


T WAS the shedding of the Precious Blood on the 
Cross which gave the deathblow to the kingdom 
of the devil and overthrew his empire of sin. When 
the Son of God poured forth His Precious Blood 
in an extremity of weakness and pain upon the gibbet 
of shame, the cruel tyrant of hell who had so long 
enslaved the world was conquered, and with all his 
rebel angels was compelled to bow down before the Sacred Humanity 
of Jesus Christ. In that hour the Precious Blood triumphed forever 
over Satan and sin. In that Blood, “the Lamb that was slain” redeemed 
all mankind to God “out of every tribe and tongue and people and 
nation.” 

The Precious Blood is still the ransom price of souls held in bond- 
age by sin. It is the only price of their salvation, and whenever It is 
offered to the Eternal Father for the conversion of sinners, or in atone- 
ment for one’s own personal sins, there can be no doubt that the Heaven- 
ly Father hears these prayers through the merits of the Blood of His 
only Son, “who, being the brightness of His glory and the figure of 
His substance” (Heb. i. 3), and being “the propitiation for our sins, 
and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world” (1 John 
ii. 2) “is heard on account of His reverence.” There is nothing more 
sacred and holy in the sight of the Eternal Father than the Precious 
Blood of Jesus Christ. It is the Blood of His beloved Son, the Precious 
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Blood of Christ, “who by the Holy Ghost offered Himself unspotted unto 
God.” By Its virtue and merits It “cleanses our conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God” (Heb. ix. 13). 

Our Lord revealed to St. Gertrude that every person in the world, 
even though he should feel himself weighed to the ground with great 
sins, might hope for pardon if he would only offer to God the Father 
His most innocent Passion and Death. The same revelation was made 
to St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi, who was accustomed to offer the Pre- 
cious Blood to the Eternal Father fifty times a day for the living and 
the dead. St. Margaret Mary was instructed by Our Lord to offer to 
the Eternal Father the superabundant satisfaction He had made to His 
justice for sinners upon the Cross, and to beg Him to apply the merits 
of His Precious Blood to all souls deprived of supernatural life by 
sin, that they might be raised to the life of grace and glorify Him 
eternally. The Church herself has put her stamp of approval upon 
this pious practice by attaching an indulgence of 500 days to the aspira- 
tion: “Eternal Father, I offer Thee the Most Precious Blood of Jesus 
Christ, in atonement for my sins, in supplication for the holy souls in 
purgatory and for the needs of Holy Church.” If this ejaculation is 
said daily for a month, a plenary indulgence may also be gained under 
the usual conditions. (Preces et Pia Opera, 188.) What a tremendous 
wealth of grace for souls and glory for God would be acquired by fre- 
quently offering up to the Eternal Father the Precious Blood of Jesus 
for the conversion of sinners and for the needs of Holy Church! : 

It is of faith that Jesus Christ died not only for the elect but for 
all mankind. There is no single individual member of the whole race 
of men who does not enjoy the privilege of being redeemed by Christ, 
not even the most degraded among the heathens, nor the most ignorant 
nor the most hardened in sin. The Precious Blood was sprinkled on all, 
and if souls do not avail themselves of Its benefits, they themselves are 
to blame if they do not attain to eternal happiness. No one will incur 
the eternal misery of hell who has not deliberately rejected the forgive- 
ness that the Precious Blood won for him. Yet, alas, men do spurn 
this Treasure, every drop of which is worth a million worlds. They 
waste the Precious Blood whenever they reject the grace It has won for 
them, whether it be the grace to avoid sin, or a grace that is intended 
to carry them on to a higher level of virtue. As far as they are con- 
cerned, their rejection of the Precious Blood renders It inefficacious, so 
that for them, It has been shed in vain. Ungrateful and hardened in 
sin, souls deliberately turn their back upon God’s proffered love and 
friendship and trample underfoot the Precious Blood that would wash 
away their guilt. 
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Most Precious Blood of life eternal! Price and ransom of the 
world! Drink and bath of souls! ever pleading the cause of men 
before the throne of mercy! Who would not make some compensation 
for the outrages and wrongs heaped upon Thee! Who would not en- 
deavor to repair Thy glory by offering Thee in atonement for the sins 
of those who so rashly reject Thy saving stream of life-giving graces 
and who blaspheme and dishonor Thee? 

Every devout soul can offer such atonement by the frequent and 
pious use of simple aspirations such as the following: 


Eternal Father, I offer Thee the Precious Blood of Jesus Christ for 
the conversion of sinners! Eternal Father, I offer Thee the Precicus 
Blood of Jesus Christ for the conversion of heretics! Eternal Father, 
I offer Thee the Precious Blood of Jesus Christ for the conversion of 
infidels and poor pagans! Eternal Father, 1 offer Thee the Precious 
Blood of Jesus Christ for the needs of Holy Church! Eternal Father, 
I offer Thee the Precious Blood of Jesus Christ in suffrage for the holy 
souls in purgatory! , 


How many a poor sinner would be brought back to the bosom of 
his God if fervent Christians would purchase his ransom through the 
Precious Blood! Every Christian could thus be a missioner and win 
souls to the Sacred Heart of Jesus! What glory is given to God and 
what consolation is given to the Sacred Heart of Jesus through the con- 
version of a sinner! And what a glorious reward will God bestow on 
the last day on those who have labored and prayed for the conversion 
of sinners, for whose salvation Jesus Christ shed even the last drop of 
His Precious Blood! Holy Scripture says, “He who causes a sinner 
to be converted from the error of his way, shall save his soul from 
death and shall cover a multitude of sins” (James v. 20). And again, 
“They that instruct many unto justice, shall shine as stars for all eter- 
nity” (Dan. xii. 3). “The most Divine of all Divine works,” exclaims 
St. Denis, “is to co-operate with God in the salvation of souls.” 

Devout souls who read these pages, reflect attentively on the price- 
less treasure of the Precious Blood, and ask yourselves what return of 
love you have made to Jesus for the infinite Love He has shown to you 
in your redemption. Will you not at least compassionate that tender 
Love, rejected by ungrateful souls, and resolve to recite at least every 
morning and evening, yes, and sometimes during the day, some pious 
ejaculations, that the infinite Charity of God may rekindle hearts grown 
cold and hard by sin, and thus melt them to sorrow and repentance? 
Father Faber recommends offering the Precious Blood of Jesus to the 
Eternal Father through the hands of our Immaculate Mother Mary for 
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the prevention of mortal sins. He suggests that in the morning one 
say the following little prayer: “O holy and Immaculate Virgin, offer 
to the Eternal Father the Precious Blood of thy Divine Son for the 
intention that this day in some part of the world a mortal sin may be 
prevented”; and that in the evening this prayer be repeated to prevent 
sins from being committed during the night. Surely such an offering 
through such hands could not fail to obtain the grace desired, and thus 
a single pious soul might prevent a great many mortal sins every year. 
What consolation would not this give to the Sacred Heart and what 
happiness to the Christian on his dying day! Resolve then to begin 
during the month of the Precious Blood the practice of some little 
ejaculations, such as the ones suggested, for the glory of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus who shed His Blood to the last drop for ycu and for 
all mankind. 





The Holy Face and the Suffering Souls 





RJHE holy souls in purgatory are ever saying in beseeching 
y accents: “Lord, show us Thy Face,” desiring with intense 
desire and waiting with ardent longing to behold the 
vision of the Divine Face of their Savior. We should 
often pray for the holy souls who during life thirsted 
to see, in the splendor of Its glory, the human Face of 
Jesus Christ. It is a beautiful devotion to say the Litany 
of the Holy Face,* that Our Lord may quickly bring these holy souls 
to the contemplation of His adorable Countenance. Special devotion 
to the Holy Face in behalf of the poor souls in purgatory undoubtedly 
appeals in a peculiar way to such as endeavor to honor the Holy Face 
of Our Lord by practicing particular devotion to It, many of whom are 
members of the Confraternity in honor of the Holy Face.* But there 
can be no Christian, surely, who will not wish to honor the Holy 
Face in order to hasten the moment when the holy souls will have the 
joy of beholding that glorious Face in all Its radiant beauty, if he only 

*Our booklet, DEVOTION TO THE HOLY FACE, 10¢, contains an 


explanation of the Confraternity as well as the Litany of the Holy Face 
and many other devotions in Its honor. 
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reflects but a short while on the rapturous joy he himself will one day 
experience in beholding that Holy Face in the brightness of eternal light. 

It is most fitting to pray also to Mary, the Mother of Mercy, who 
before all others saw the Face of Jesus in His twofold nativity, namely, 
that of Bethlehem, when she brought Him forth into the world, and 
that of His glorious coming forth from the tomb at His resurrection. 
This loving Mother will plead 
for the holy souls, and ask 
Jesus to bring them speedily to 
the enjoyment of the vision of 
the beauty of His Face in 
heaven. She, the consoler of 
the afflicted, is ever ready to 
aid the -holy souls. She has 
promised, in particular, to as- 
sist and console those who de- 
voutly wore the brown scapular 
of Mount Carmel during their 
lifetime, and to release from 
the flames of purgatory on the 
Saturday after their death those 
who fulfilled the stipulated 
conditions for gaining the Sab- 
batine privilege.* The late 
Cardinal Vaughan said: “There 
can be no difficulty in believing 
this, if we consider the meaning 
of a plenary indulgence granted by the Church and applicable 
to the holy souls. The Sabbatine Indulgence is, in fact, a plenary in- 
dulgence granted by God, through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, to the deceased who are in purgatory, provided they have ful- 
filled upon earth certain specified conditions.” 

St. Joseph, who saw the Face of Jesus in Bethlehem and Nazareth, 
who waited patiently in Limbo until the gates of heaven were opened 
by the Death of Jesus on the Cross, and who at last entered joyfully 
into heaven on the day of Jesus’ triumphant ascension, may also well 
be invoked in behalf of the poor souls. The glorious St. Michael, one 
_ *These conditions are: the observance of chastity according to 
one’s state of life, and reciting the Little Office of the Blessed Virgin; or 
if duly dispensed from the latter, keeping the fasts of the Church and 
abstaining from meat on Wednesdays and Saturdays; or performing 


some other good work prescribed by a priest authorized to make such 
substitution if the latter conditions cannot be fulfilled. 





Liberatrix of the holy souls. 
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of the seven spirits ever standing before the throne and Face of God, 
who has been appointed to receive souls after death, and is the special 
consoler and advocate of the holy souls detained amidst the flames of 
purgatory, has also the office of offering to God the prayers of the faith- 
ful. In the offertory of the Mass for the Dead the Church prays: “May 
the holy standard-bearer, Michael, lead them into the holy light, which 
Thou didst promise of old to Abraham and to his seed forever.” 

St. Peter, to whom Christ gave the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 
also has a special care for the holy souls. By the denial of His Divine 
Master, this Apostle effaced the image of God in his soul, but Jesus 
turned His Face toward His unfaithful disciple, and His Divine look 
wounded the heart of Peter with repentant sorrow and love. St. John 
and St. James (the latter’s feast is celebrated on July 25), may also be 
associated with St. Peter, for with him they saw the glory of the Face 
of Jesus on Thabor, and witnessed Its sorrow in Gethsemane, when 
beneath the olive trees It was covered with confusion and bathed in a 
bloody sweat for the sins of mankind. These glorious Apostles, so 
dear to the Heart of Jesus, will surely not leave unheard the prayers 
offered on behalf of the holy souls. 

Another saint who must compassionate the longing desire of the 
holy souls to behold the glorious and adorable Face of Jesus, is St. 
Mary Magdalen. (Her feast is kept on July 22.) This saint saw the 
holy Face in agony on the Cross when Its incomparable beauty was 
obscured by the fearful cloud of the sins of the world. She assisted 
the Blessed Mother of Sorrows to wash, anoint and veil the bruised 
features of her Divine Son. This saint, whose many sins were forgiven 
her because she loved much, can obtain the mercy of God for the holy 
souls expiating their sins in purgatory, because she still loves much. 

Yet nothing can help these poor souls so much as to have the 
holy Sacrifice of the Mass offered for them. By the Precious Blood of 
the Lamb of God, these prisoners can be brought out of their fiery 
prison. To hear Mass with devotion for the poor souls also brings 
them great refreshment, according to the teaching of St. Jerome. 

From their prison the holy souls in purgatory are ever crying out 
to us. Though patient and resigned, they are longing with a most ardent 
desire to be brought to the presence of God, and to gaze upon the 
glorified Countenance of the Incarnate Word. The doctrine of the 
Communion of Saints should prompt us to give to these holy souls the 
charitable assistance of our alms, prayers and good works, for in thus 
“bearing one another’s burdens, we shall fulfil the law of Christ,” and 
thus one day enjoy with them the Beatific Vision of God and the glori- 
fied Face of Jesus Christ in Its unveiled splendor in hcaven. 
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Generosity in the Service of the Sacred heart 
—OHO- 

ATHER William Doyle, S. J., the saintly military chap- 
lain of an Irish unit in the first world war, who was 
killed while ministering to the wounded, wrote in one 
of his letters, so expressive of his own spirit of sacri- 
fice: “I think it is evident that in these days of awful 
sin and hatred of God, our Blessed Lord wants to gather 
round Him a legion of chosen souls who will be devoted, heart and soul, 
to Him and His interests, and upon whom He may always count for 
help and consolation: Souls who will not ask, ‘How much MUST I 
do?’ but rather, ‘How much CAN I do for His love?’ — a legion of 
souls who will give and not count the cost, whose only pain wil] be 
that they cannot do more and give more and suffer more for Him 
who has done so much for them. In a word, souls who are not as 
the rest of men; fools, perhaps, in the eyes of the world, for their 


watchword is SACRIFICE and not self-comfort.” 


Those who sacrifice a part of their rest to offer a monthly or a 
weekly hour of night adoration in their home assuredly form a chosen 
band of souls such as Father Doyle describes. Of them it may be said 
that they give without counting the cost when they deprive themselves 
of rest for love of the Sacred Heart, often after a hard day’s work, or 
even when ill and suffering. As they keep their sacred vigil to con- 
sole the Sacred Heart, their watchword is SACRIFICE, though gener- 
osity prompts them to regard it rather as a privilege. 





When Father Mateo first launched this work of reparation. some 
twenty years ago, he felt some misgivings as to how his appeal would 
be received. But the response was overwhelming, and after many years 
of experience he could say with a feeling of satisfaction and deep con- 
viction: “The generation of Christians ready for sacrifices is still extant. 
We must not regard it as a thing of the past. In great cities as well as 
in small villages, there may be found souls whose moral beauty is 
absolutely astonishing. But they must be sought for. Like under- 
ground springs of water, they work secretly, silently. Their hidden 
virtues spread fertility around. Whence spring these priceless souls? 
They are the drops of blood of a noble race, the voice of the living 
traditions of the old Catholic stock, the moral wealth of an organism 
that is steeped in the purest and most virile Christianity.” 

The number of Night Adorers now registered at our local Center 
(many of whom are readers of “Tabernacle and Purgatory”) is now 
very close to the 12,000 mark. The total number in the United States 
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is approximately 200,000. These figures are certainly imposing in 
themselves, yet they suffer by comparison with the total number that 
might swell their ranks. May many more generous souls enroll them- 
selves in the League of Night Adoration during the month of July, 
moved by a sense of gratitude to our Divine Savior for the shedding 
of His Precious Blood in their behalf! Their generosity in helping 
thus to console the Sacred Heart for the countless insults and injuries 
being heaped upon Him by His enemies, and for the sins and infidelities 
of those who are supposed to be His friends, will be well repaid by 
Him who has promised such rich blessings to those who love and ven- 
erate His Sacred Heart. 

It is always interesting to hear what others are doing for love of 
the Sacred Heart, and such examples also help to stimulate one’s own 
fervor. Some examples recounted by Rev. Francis Larkin, SS.CC., the 
National Director of the Enthronement, a devoted apostle and fellow- 
worker of Father Mateo, will reveal many instances of great generosity, 
and at the same time show how the Sacred Heart rewards such generosity. 
The address from which we quote was prefaced by these remarks:— 


You know that the Sacred Heart asked for generosity at Paray-le- 
Monial (in His apparitions to St. Margaret Mary); because to love the 
Sacred Heart does not mean merely to pay Him lip service; it does 
not mean merely praying before a beautiful picture or statue of the 
Sacred Heart; it does not simply mean a few pious practices of devo- 
tion, even those for which He asks. It means something far more than 
that, and perhaps that is why it is hard to be a true friend and apostle 
of the Sacred Heart. It is not complicated — it is simple; but simplici- 
ty does not mean facility. It is very simple to be His friend — you 
simply have to love Him with your whole heart and soul, with your 
whole mind and with all your strength. But that is not easy. And 
yet He makes it easy, because when we take the first step toward Him, 
He takes two toward us. As a matter of fact, we cannot take the first 
step toward Him because He is always taking the first one toward us. 
On His part there was the total gift of self; that was the type of love 
He bestowed on us, and on our part He wants us to give Him also the 
total gift of self. That is what it means to love the Sacred Heart, and 
that is why, when we find generosity, we find a true lover and a true 
friend of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. I am going to tell you tonight 
about some of those friends of His. 

We hear a great deal about the evil in the world in our days. 
His enemies are very vociferous, they make themselves heard, and we 
would think that He had very few friends in this world because the 
deeds they are doing, their acts of self-sacrifice and generosity, are 
hidden and known only to Him and perhaps to a few privileged and 
intimate friends. So it is good to bring to light these hidden acts of 
generosity, to make us realize that Our Lord does have friends, and 
generous friends, who are not afraid to sacrifice themselves, their health, 
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their talents and their time, to promote His interests and His reign. 
I am privileged to come in contact with many of these generous souls 
and to hear about them from our apostles in various parts of the coun- 
try. (Rev. Father then cited many beautiful examples, from which. 
we select the following.) 

There is the wonderful example of a saintly police sergeant whe 
died in Milwaukee a few months ago. He was a night adorer, always 
faithful in making his hour of adoration with his wife. He became a 
victim of cancer, but never missed his hour of adoration. .When the 
appointed time came around, he always reminded his wife that it was 
their night for’ adoration. Together they made the hour. They said 
the Rosary together every night. Finally ‘he became very, very sick, 
and was anointed. One night he reminded his wife, despite the terrible 
pains and suffering he was enduring, that it was their night for adora- 
tion. She knelt beside his bed and offered up with him the sacrifice 
Our Lord was asking, and as an act of reparation to the Sacred Heart. 
He died that same night. Imagine the reception he received when he 
got to heaven, just fresh from making an hour of reparation... 

In St. Bernard’s Hospital in Chicago, there is a young lady who 
six or seven years ago had one great ambition in life, to go to Holly- 
wood and be a dancer. Today she is a cripple, paralyzed, and has been 
bedridden for six years. In the beginning she still wanted to realize 
her ambition to be a dancer; but now she says she wouldn’t dance or 
go to Hollywood, even if Our Lord gave her perfect health. She has 
found happiness in her cross and is exercising an apostolate from her 
bed of pain. She regards it a privilege to offer up one day of her suffer- 
ings each week for the success of our work, and is a smiling apostle, 
happy in the thought that she is saving souls through her sacrifices. 

Then there is a boy in Troy, New York, a student in a high school 
of about 1400 students, some 700 of whom are night adorers. One 
day this lad came to the Sister in charge and said, “Sister, isn’t there 
a tougher hour than the one I have?” The Sister asked, ‘“‘At what hour 
are you making adoration?” He answered, ‘‘From 3 to 4 in the morn- 
ing.’”’ The Sister remarked that she thought that was a pretty hard 
hour, but he insisted that he would like one still harder, if possible. 
“You see,” he said, “it is like this: There is a certain person whom I 
want to get back to the Church and to Holy Communion. I am praying 
for him, and I want to make a real sacrifice for him. That’s why I asked 
if there wasn’t a tougher hour than from 3 to 4,.”’ The Sister didn’t 
know of any harder hour than that, so she told him to keep on making 
his adoration at that time, and to try to go to Holy Mass every morning. 
A few weeks later he came and said: ‘Sister, do you remember I told 
you about a certain person I was praying for, and wanted a tougher 
hour so as to get that person to go to Mass and Communion? — Well, 
last Sunday was that person’s birthday, and he went to Mass and Com- 
munion for the first time in many years! Do you know who that person 
is, Sister? IT IS MY FATHER!” 

There is also the case of a little girl in San Francisco who heard 
Father Mateo give an inspiring conference on “paying the ransom” for 


some prodigal member of the family. She came to the Sister at the © 
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Academy which she attended, in tears, saying that her mother would 
not allow her to make night adoration any more. The Sister inquired 
how often she had been making night adoration, and received the 
answer, “Every night from 11 to 12.” The Sister smiled at her wonderful 
generosity and said, ‘‘Perhaps I can understand why your mother doesn’t 
want you to keep it up; it may be bad for your health.’’ ‘But Sister,” 
insisted the child, “didn’t Father Mateo tell us we had to make a BIG 
sacrifice and pay a BIG PRICE to bring somebody back to the Church? 
I am trying to pay a price for my father; he has been away from the 
Church for nineteen years.’’ The Sister suggested that she might be 
permitted to make one hour of night adoration a week. ‘Not long after- 
ward, she came to the Sister, her face beaming and exclaimed: “It’s 


happened!”’ “What’s happened?’ asked the Sister. “Don’t you 
remember what I told you about my father? Last Sunday he went 
to Communion — the first time in nineteen years!’’ 


(Further examples will be cited in future issues. Among them will 
be given also some from our own readers.) 


NOTE: If you wish to join the League of Night Adoration in 
the Home, kindly send your name and choice of date and hour to us 
(or to any authorized Center). You may select any hour between 
9 P.M. and 6 A.M., on any date (ist, 4th, 16th, etc.) or any day (such 
as first Friday, second Sunday, etc.) —- or you may leave the choice to 
us if you prefer. Your promise to keep an hour of Night Adoration 
once a month (or oftener) in your home, does not bind under pain 
of sin, even venial. A plenary indulgence may be gained on the day 
you send in your application, if you receive the sacraments of penance 
and Holy Bucharist,. pay a visit to a church and pray for the inten- 
tions of the Holy Father. The same indulgence is granted for each 
monthly hour of adoration and a partial indulgence of 7 years is 
granted for every additional hour. — Night Adorers are urged to 
spread this good work among their friends and relatives. 


First National Congress of the Enthronement 


Faw N July 16, 17 and 18, the first National Congress of the 
Enthronement in the United States, for Priests, will be held 
at St. Francis Seminary, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. May we 
urge our dear readers and apostles of the Sacred Heart to 
pray fervently for the success of this Congress, which will mean so 
much for the glory of the Sacred Heart? 

In these days, when so many movements are set on foot by god- 
less groups, whose one aim is to destroy the Church (if that were 
possible!) and to wreck the whole structure of Christian society, we 
all realize the importance of counter-action for the reign of the 
Sacred Heart. So let us lend our wholehearted support by offering 
Holy Masses and Communions, Holy Hours, prayers and acts of self- 
denial for the success of this Congress, for the glory and the reign of 
Christ our King. Sacred Heart of Jesus, Thy Kingdom come! 
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&u American Citizen Is Proclaimed a Saint 


oohene 
N A cold December day in 1917, when snow was swirl- 
ing in the air, the soul of a humble little Italian nun, 









S3 Mother Francis Xavier Cabrini, took its flight heaven- 
pak ward after a life of intense activity in the service of 
SV God. Even when death’s summons came, she was en- 

(5 gaged in preparing gifts for her beloved poor and send- 
$ ing out last Christmas greetings in preparation for the 


holy feast. People who knew her said a saint had died. 
Little more than twenty-eight years have elapsed since the day of her 
death and now throughout the whole world she is called a@ saint, for on 
July 7, this shy and self-effacing religious is to be singled out from 
among the thousands and thousands of citizens of the United States who 
have passed on to eternity, to be raised to the altars of the Catholic 
Church. 

Mother Cabrini was born in the village of Sant’ Angelo in Lom- 
bardy on July 15, 1850, the youngest of thirteen children, and received 
in baptism the name Maria Francesca. She lost both her parents at an 
early age, and grew up under the guidance of her sister, Rose, who was 
a teacher. She herself embraced the same vocation, first assisting Rose 
in teaching catechism, and later taking charge of a school in a nearby 
town, to which she journeyed on foot every morning, rain or shine. 
As a young girl she was asked by the parish priest to take care of a 
poor woman who was afflicted with a disease so loathsome that no one 
would go near her. Though highly refined by nature and breeding, 
Francesca lovingly cared for the invalid. 

In 1872, when an epidemic of smallpox visited the village, she 
gave up her position as teacher, in order to nurse the sick and dying. 
She herself contracted the disease, and upon her recovery began to en- 
tertain hopes of entering a convent. Already at the age of eleven she 
had made a vow of virginity, which was renewed each year, until at 
nineteen she took a vow of perpetual chastity. But religious superiors 
bade her take charge of an orphanage owned by a benevolent lady, who, 
after some months, resented Maria Francesca’s superintendency. The 
latter thereupon sought permission from the Bishop of Lodi to enter a 
missionary order. The Bishop, instead of granting her request, advised 
her to found a community of her own. Italy at that time was under 
a government which suppressed religious houses and the difficulties were 
numerous. But the courageous young woman simply answered ‘the 
Bishop: “I will go and’ look for a house.” She was poor, and had few 
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friends, but possessed unlimited confidence and trust in God. The result 
was the foundation of the Order of Missionary Sisters of the Sacred 
Heart. The first convent was an old deserted Franciscan monastery. 

Mother Cabrini felt a strong urge to go to China as a missionary, 
and begged permission of Pope Leo XIII to carry on her work there 
in the evangelization of the natives. But the Holy Father replied, “No, 
your mission is in the United States of America. There are many Italian 
immigrants there who are without priests, without consolation, without 
any spiritual help.” At his bidding, Mother Cabrini set out with a few 
companions to bring aid to her fellow countrymen in America, — to 
nurse the sick, to instruct the- ignorant, to lend assistance to the poor, 
to obtain spiritual help for the dying, to care for the orphans, and to 
carry on all the other spiritual and corporal works of mercy, by which 
she was to win for herself the title; “The Apostle of the Immigrant.” 

She arrived in New York expecting to take charge of an orphanage 
according to the instructions she had received. But there was no house 
ready for her, for plans had gone wrong. So she rented a house to 
care for two orphans, and thus began her twenty-eight years of organiz- 
ing and building, during which she crossed the Atlantic twenty-four 
times, and traveled thousands and thousands of miles through rough 
mountain paths in Central and South America, founding schools, hospi- 
tals, orphanages and convents. 

Throughout our nation there stand today many magnificent memo- 
rials of her life’s work, such as the Columbus Hospital in New York 
City, the Columbus Hospital in Philadelphia, in Chicago, in Seattle, and 
in various other cities. At her death, eight countries of North and South 
America and Europe were dotted with the sixty-seven institutions she 
had established — one for each of the sixty-seven years of her life. 

More than any other single human factor, Mother Cabrini’s work 
helped to save the children of Italy in the United States for the Faith 
which is in a special way their inheritance. And were it not for her, 
in the Providence of God, one of the largest and finest racial elements 
in America might have been lost to the Church. Her labors brought 
her into contact with people of every class and station of life, and her 
heart went out to all, for as it has been said of St. Paul, so also it 
could be said of Mother Cabrini that she had the “heart” of Christ. 

In the course of her work, Mother Cabrini met with many contra- 
dictions and difficulties, but her courage and confidence in God, her 
faith in prayer and in Divine Providence never failed. When she be- 
lieved anything was the will of God, nothing could stop her from 
achieving it. Fearless devotedness to the will of God was verily the 
secret of her success. 
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Though Mother Cabrini had a delicate constitution and was of 
slight build, she has astonished the world by the works she left behind 
her. Pope Pius XI, in an audience with the late Cardinal Mundelein 
of Chicago, declared that the name of Mother Cabrini was “equal to 
a poem — a poem of activity, a poem of intelligence, a poem, above all, 
of wonderful charity.” The decree for her canonization, in describing 
the undertakings which Mother Cabrini, “frail in body and in continual 
bad health, carried out in two hemispheres for the glory of God and the 
salvation of souls,” states that “it is not granted to men to fulfil such 
great things with their strength alone.” But Mother Cabrini believed 
with St. Paul: “I can do all things in Him who strengthens me!” 

The canonization ceremonies of Mother Cabrini will take place in 
the Basilica of St. Peter’s in Vatican City, and will terminate a long 
series of investigations, examinations, judgments, rehearings and pro- 
nouncements. A great many witnesses who knew Mother Cabrini person- 
ally, have testified at the various hearings to the heroic virtues of the 
holy nun. In the course of these sessions, there was also unfolded the 
thrilling story of the miraculous restoration of the sight of Peter Smith, 
of New York City, who was accidently blinded on the day of his birth 
by a nurse who washed his eyes with a 50% solution of silver nitrate 
instead of the usual 1% solution. The nitrate burned the baby’s eyes 
black, ate deep furrows in his cheeks and ran into the nasal passages, 
causing inflammation of the lungs, which resulted in double pneumonia. 
The baby’s temperature climbed to 109. An eye specialist and three 
attending physicians pronounced the case hopeless. There was little 
chance of saving the life, much less the eyesight of the child. But the 
Sister who was in charge of the hospital decided to invoke Mother 
Cabrini’s intercession in his behalf. She pinned a relic of Mother 
‘ Cabrini on the child’s gown and with the other Sisters of the hospital 
spent the night in prayer. In the morning little Peter’s temperature was 
normal, and he began to breathe properly. Within twenty-four hours 
the scars on his face had faded to red traces; all evidences of the injury 
soon disappeared, and the baby’s sight was completely restored. Peter 
Smith, now 25, served his country overseas during the recent war. 

Also verified in the process of inquiry was the remarkable cure of 
Sister Delphina Graziola, a member of the Missionary Sisters of the 
Sacred Heart, the Congregation founded by Mother Cabrini. Sister 
Delphina, who was stationed in Seattle, Washington, had suffered over 
ten years from cancer of the stomach. Four operations had been per- 
formed, and the physicians were agreed that nothing more could be 
done for her. The last sacraments had been administered and the Sister 
lay dying. Several Sisters began a triduum in honor of Mother Cabrini 
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for her recovery. Shortly after, according to Sister Delphina’s state- 
ment, Mother Cabrini appeared to her and told her to eat some dinner. 
The nurse informed the Superior, who came and watched the sick re- 
ligious eat a good meal. Immediately signs of recovery were shown, 
and later investigations proved that the cause of her illness had 
entirely disappeared. Eight years later, she was summoned to Chicago 
to testify before an ecclesiastical tribunal, which accepted her cure as 
the second miracle required for the beatification of Mother Cabrini. 

These astounding cures were duly reported to Rome, where, after a 
thorough investigation, the Sacred Congregation charged to prove their 
authenticity also gave a favorable verdict. Finally, Pope Pius XI, on 
November 13, 1938, confirmed the decisions of the various tribunals 
by solemnly declaring Mother Cabrini a “Beata.” From that time she 
has been known as Blessed Mother Cabrini. December 22, the day of 
her death, was fixed for her feast, which was to be kept in the Diocese of 
Lodi, Italy, where she was born; in the Archdiocese of Chicago, where 
she died; in the Archdiocese of New York, where she is buried, and 
throughout her Congregation. 

In 1940, the cure of a case of tuberculosis of the bone, and of a 
case of bronchial pneumonia, together with chronic inflammation of the 
bladder, were accepted as further miracles, for the canonization oi 
Mother Cabrini. A number of hearings followed, according to the 
normal procedure for canonization, and on January 11, 1944, in the 
presence of His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, the Sacred Congregation ap- 
proved a decree for canonization. The title of sainthood will be solemn- 
ly conferred on Mother Cabrini on July 7 of this present year. With 
her canonization she will be among the fourteen saints whom the 
Americas claim as their own, namely: St. Isaac Jogues, St: John de 
Brebeuf, and six companion Jesuit martyrs; St. Rose of Lima, the first’ 
American-born saint; Sts. Peter Claver and Turibius Alphonsus de 
Mogrovejo, who died while laboring in Peru; St. Philip of Jesus, the 
patron of Mexico City; and St. Louis Bertrand, a Dominican who car- 
ried on his apostolic works in the West Indies. Mother Cabrini will 
have the distinction of being the first citizen of the United States to be 
proclaimed a saint. Her remains rest in a shrine in Blessed Cabrini High 
School, in New York City, which will undoubtedly become one of the 
famous places of pilgrimage in America. 

American citizens rejoice in the glory that is Mother Cabrini’s. But 
if her glory is theirs, so also will it be her glory to see her fellow- 
citizens imitate the examples she has left behind her by walking in 
her footsteps, so luminously marked out by charity, faith in Divine 
Providence, and confident prayer. 
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We Shall Light Seven Lamps 


5. The Lamp of LIFE 
—=O<- 

UR mind is astounded, our heart thrilled and our soul 
filled with admiration as we read in the Apocalypse of 
St. John the description of the marvelous beauty of the 
Heavenly Jerusalem. Speaking of the glory of that 
habitation of the Blessed, he exclaims: “And the city 
has no need of the sun or the moon to shine upon it. 
For the glory of God lights it up and the Lamb is the 

Lamp thereof” (xxi. 23). The Lamb is our Lord Jesus Christ, in 

whom, as St. John says, “was life, and the life was the light of men” 

(i. 4). This Divine Person, as He Himself declared, “came into the 

world that they (men) may have life and have it more abundantly” 

(John x. 10). And He made this solemn promise: “I am the resur- 

rection and the life. He who believes in Me, even if he die, shall 

live” (John xi. 25). 


Living among us now in the Blessed Sacrament, Jesus imparts His 
Divine life to all who worthily receive His sacred Body and Blood. 
He imparts Divine life through all His sacraments, but particularly 
through the Holy Eucharist, which is the SACRAMENT OF LIFE, 
the life-giving Sacrament in which souls are nourished on “the Bread 
of Life,” “the LIVING BREAD that has come down from heaven” 
(John vi. 51-52). “He who eats My Flesh and drinks My Blood has 
life everlasting,” said Jesus to His disciples (ibid. 55). 





In order to give us this precious Sacrament, He, the Good Shep- 
herd, laid down His life for us, His sheep. He did not count it too 
great a sacrifice to shed His life-Blood to the last drop to purchase 
eternal life for us. This Precious Blood of Jesus, which we honor by 
a solemn feast on the first day of July, and each day throughout the 
month, is the Fountain of Life which imparts grace and salvation to 
souls. It is the “LIVING WATER springing up unto LIFE EVER- 
LASTING,” of which Our Lord spoke to the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s 
well. (John iv. 14.) It is the stream of LIFE which flowed from the 
sanctuary of His Heart pierced on the Cross, and which through all the 
centuries has given life to the Church and sanctified her members. 

Every Catholic Church in which the holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
is offered, the Bread of Life dispensed, and the Blessed Sacrament 
preserved, is truly a “fountain of life,” in which earthly wayfarers are 
strengthened and refreshed on their journey to eternity. Every such 
‘ church is an “oasis” in the desert of life, where souls may drink from 
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the fountains of salvation. For this reason we look forward with 
eager anticipation to the erection of our permanent Sanctuary of Per- 
petual Adoration in Kansas City. Having invited our good friends 
and readers to help us light the lamps of sacrifice, power, truth, and 
beauty, we now humbly solicit the aid of their prayers and offerings 
in lighting the lamp of LIFE. 


The Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration have consecrated 
their entire life to the service of the God of Life on the altar. In this 
Sanctuary, as in all the Sanctuaries of their Congregation, an un- 
ceasing vigil of prayer will be kept before the Most Blessed Sacra- 
ment exposed, to implore graces and blessings for all mankind, and 
in particular for their benefactors. To this Sanctuary, many souls 
will come to offer their homage of adoration, to quench their thirst at 
the source of Living Waters, to receive light, strength and consolation 
as they journey on life’s way toward eternity. 


The Holy Spirit, in whom we profess our belief as “the Lord and 
Giver of Life” (Nicene Creed), will certainly reward with special 
blessings those who assist in this holy work, so that His life-giving 
influence may extend to an ever wider radius of souls. And when 
“life’s little day” is over, they will find this act of charity recorded 
in letters of gold in the Book of Life, which will have merited for 
them a greater degree of glory and happiness for all eternity. 

Blessed, indeed, is the privilege of devoting one’s entire life to 
the service of the Blessed Sacrament! But those who have not this 
vocation may offer to our Eucharistic King a symbol of their life 
by presénting to Him the gifts which are the fruit of their toil and 
sacrifice. In honor of and in gratitude to Jesus for the Sacrament of 
Life, and this month particularly for the Gift of His Precious Blood, 
may many souls offer such tokens of love toward the erection of the 
Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit in Kansas City. 

A devout Catholic father, a faithful night adorer in the small 
temporary chapel, who gave his only son in World War II, expresses 
the appreciation which those feel who come “to draw waters from 
the Savior’s fountains” in this Sanctuary: — 


We are very thankful for the establishment of your 
convent in our midst, where in our hours of adoration betore 
our Eucharistic Lord and Savior we may also pray for the 
repose of our son’s precious soul. Our Faith is a wonderful 
thing at all times, and your sanctuary is a beautiful haven 
in times of sorrow. We are children of God and heirs of 
heaven, and when kneeling in your sanctuary we anticipate 
the meeting with our son in the realm of our King. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
ARTICLE XII — LIFE EVERLASTING 


Continued 
The Nature of Hell’s Torments 


O be able adequately to describe the torments of hell, one would 
T require the knowledge and the language of those fallen angels 

who have been suffering in hell from the beginning of its crea- 
tion, or of those wretched lost souls who in company with the demons 
are suffering in its dismal dungeon. Could but one of those lost 
spirits stand before us at this moment, and describe the meaning and 
significance of the loss of a soul, his words would burn themselves into 
our memory, never to be effaced. He would paint for us the awful 
picture of the living death of the soul that never dies; of the anguish 
of remorse that comes too late and never departs; of the fierce fire 
that is never quenched; of the gnawing worm that never dies! He 
would tell of the awful pain of the loss of God, the supreme, the un- 
utterable beauty, the boundless ocean of joy and happiness. Yes, could 
such a lost spirit merely stand before us, we should have no need of 
feeble human: words to describe for us the horrors of eternal damnation. 

Frightful indeed are the descriptions of hell which we read in 
spiritual books. To the skeptical these accounts may seem exag- 
gerated; yet the truth of the matter is that whatever man can say or 
imagine about this abyss of horrors must fall infinitely short of the 
dread reality. As it is said in Holy Scripture that “‘eye has not seen, 
nor ear heard, nor has it entered into the heart of man, what things 
God has prepared for those who love Him” (1 Cor. ii. 9), so also it 
may be said with truth that eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor has 
it entered intb the heart of any mortal to conceive what dreadful tor- 
ments are prepared in hell for obstinate sinners who die at enmity 
with God. For God, who is infinite in all His attributes, is no less 
infinite in His avenging justice than He is in His goodness and love; 
and therefore we may measure the greatness of His wrath and ven- 
geance against impenitent sinners in hell by the greatness of His good- 
ness and love toward the blessed in heaven. 

The beatitude of heaven is defined as ‘‘a perfect and never-ending 
state of happiness, comprising all that is good, without any mixture 
of evil.’ And since damnation is the opposite of beatitude, it must 
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be an everlasting deluge of all that is evil, without the least mixture 
of good, without the least alloy of ease, without the least glimpse of 
comfort; a total privation of all happiness, and a chaos of all misery. 


And this misery of the damned is unchangeable, because they 
carry with them out of this world the enormous guilt of mortal sin — 
an infinite debt, of which they can never discharge the least part; a 
dreadful poison which has tainted and corrupted their whole souls, for 
which there is now no medicine; a black stain which has penetrated 
them through and through and can never be effaced. For, as there 
is no remission of sins in hell, the whole guilt remains unchangeable 
in the soul, with all the debt and all the stain, and consequently calls 
without ceasing for all the wrath of God’s avenging justice, which 
cannot but eternally hate and eternally punish everlasting sin. 

The Church has made no definition concerning the detailed 
specific nature of hell’s torments, but the Scriptures of both the New 
and the Old Testament abound in graphic descriptions which are very 
revealing. Our Lord Himself was explicit in His teaching. In the 
parable of the rich man and the poor Lazarus (Luke xvi. 19-31), He 
says that the rich man (because he made a bad use of his riches) was 
“tormented in flames,’ and was refused even a drop of water to cool 
his tongue, from which we know that hell is a place of physical tor- 
ments, from which the wicked shall not be allowed even the slightest 
relief, and that there is punishment by fire. Again, He says that the 
wicked will be cast “into the furnace of fire, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth’’; and that the unprofitable servant will 
be cast into “the darkness outside,” bound hands and feet. (Matt. 
xiii. 50; xxii. 13; xxv. 30.) And again, He speaks of “‘the hell of fire, 
‘where their worm dies not, and the fire is not quenched,’’’ and where 
“everyone shall be salted with fire’ (Mark, ix. 43). 

In the Epistle of St. Jude we read that the fallen angels are 
“kept in everlasting chains under darkness’”’ (verse 6). In his second 
Epistle to the Thessalonians (i. 8, 9), St. Paul says that “‘those who 
do not know God, and who do not obey the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ will be punished with eternal ruin, away from the face of the 
Lord.” And in the Apocalypse of St. John we read that the damned 
shall “drink of the wine of the wrath of God” and “shall be tormented 
with fire and brimstone,’’ and that “the smoke of their torments goes 
up forever and ever, and they rest neither day nor night” (xiv. 
10-11); and further, that those whose names were not found in the 
book of life ‘“‘were cast into the pool of fire, the second death” (xx. 
15). Many: other-texts of this kind may be found in the New Testa- 
ment. 

The Old Testament is no less eloquent on the nature of the tor- 
ments of hell. We quote but one passage, taken from the Book of Job 
(ch. x), where hell is described as a land from which there is no 
returning, ‘“‘a land that is dark and covered with the mist of death, a 
land of misery and darkness, where the shadow of death, and no 
order, but everlasting horror, dwelleth.”’ 

What dreadful scenes of misery and woe are set before our eyes 
in these Scriptural texts —- insupportable sufferings, without end, 
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without intermission or remission! With reason we may conclude, as 
does the saintly Bishop Challoner in his Meditations, that ‘‘this prison 
of the damned is in every way most hideous and loathsome, and full 
of horror and darkness. No sun, no moon, no stars, ever appear in 
that gloomy region, but a dismal night reigns eternally there, a night 
that knows no morning, nor ever expects a returning of the dawning 
of the day. No breath of air from above, no glimpse of light, can ever 
penetrate into that deep, that bottomless pit. The very fire that rages 
there is black and darksome; it affords no light to the wretched 
prisoners, unless it be to represent to their eyes such objects as may 
serve to increase their misery. 

“In this frightful dungeon the damned are bound down in eternal 
chains, so that they can stir neither hand or foot; in fiery chains 
that wrap up their whole bodies, and penetrate them on all sides, and 
fix them immovably to their place of torments... And all their senses 
and members, which they gratified in their life by indulging them in 
the false liberty of sinful pleasures, are now condemned to an everlast- 
ing: confinement and slavery, in links of grinding flames.’ 

From the clear testimony of Holy Scripture, as well as from 
reasonable deductions, Catholic theologians hold that the sufferings of 
the damned are twofold: the pain of LOSS and the pain of SENSE or 
feeling. The nature of these punishments corresponds to the nature 
of sin. In every mortal sin there is a twofold element: Ist, a turning 
away from God, and 2d, a turning to some created thing in preference 
to God. The first is punished in hell by an eternal separation from 
God — the direct opposite of eternal union with God, which consti- 
tutes the essential joy of the blessed in heaven; the second is punished 
by the fury of all creatures, particularly by fire, the most painful. 
To these may be added a third kind of torment — the torment of 
DESPAIR, in which the reprobate becomes his own everlasting tor- 
turer, in the constant remembrance that he himself is to blame for his 
damnation. 


The Pain of Loss 


The greatest pain of hell is the pain of loss, which consists in the 
eternal separation from God nd the sinner’s realization that this 
separation is due to his own fault. This causes the damned more tor- 
ment than all their other sufferings. The pain of loss is the very 
core of the pains of hell. If (to imagine the impossible) the damned 
could, amid their torments, behold the face of God, hell itself would 
lose its terrors and would become a kind of heaven for them. It is 
said that a devil once made known to a holy soul that he would 
gladly be dragged up and down a pillar reaching from earth to 
heaven, and beset with sharp spikes, until the day of judgment, if only 
for one fleeting moment he would be permitted to gaze upom the 
beauty of God. 

“Take a thousand hells with all imaginable pains,” says St. John 
Chrysostom, “and they are as nothing eompared with the loss of 
God.” And why is this so? Because God is man’s supreme Good, his 
first beginning and his last aim and end. The soul was created for 
God, and can find rest and happiness only im Him. God has implanted 
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in every human soul this love, this yearning for happiness, which will 
never be destroyed, not even in hell. Here below, it is possible for 
the sinner to turn his thoughts from God by occupying himself with 
creatures, but when he enters into eternity he finds himself alone with 
God. Then all the false, fleeting pleasures of earth disappear, and 
God, the true source of all happiness, is manifested to the soul as its 
Supreme Good, the Object of all its tendencies, the sole source of 
eternal peace. With all the energy of its being the soul is drawn 
towards God, only to be thrust back and dashed to the depths of 
sorrow by the weight of its sinfulness. Forever it will be propelled 
toward God by innate love; and forever it will be repelled from Him 
by its state of guilt and hatred, in which it remains forever fixed. 
And this eternal “tearing apart’’ of the soul is the very hell of hells. 
Who can describe the unspeakable anguish of the soul, made for 
the enjoyment of Infinite Truth and Infinite Goodness, rejected by 
God and cut off from Him forever! Who can fathom the depths of its 
misery at finding its inherent craving for happiness forever unsatis- 
fied, with nothing whatever to compensate it for the loss of God! 
Only those who know what the love of God is can understand what 
it is to lose the Infinite! what it is to hunger and thirst incessantly 
for infinite beatitude, and never to possess it. To be continued 


Mexican Martyrs” 
rothpoe 


(In this as in the previous and following sketches the word “Martyr” is 
used without intending to anticipate the judgment of the Church). 


The Martyrs of Leon 
(Jan 3, 1927) 


N JANUARY, 1927, in an audience granted to Mexican 
youths who, under the leadership of Father Jacobo Ramirez, 
S. J., made a pilgrimage to Rome in the name of all Mexican 
youths, Pope Pius XI spoke the following significant words: 

“IT am deeply and agreeably touched to have you near 
me, because in you I greet all Mexican youths and because at this 
moment my heart, like yours, flies to Mexico, to that country which 
today is greater than ever before and which continues to fill the world 
with admiration by its heroic example. Mexico is a great nation because 
it has proved that it has faith, a faith which has never been better 
demonstrated. Therefore with all my heart I bless Mexico. God is with 
you, and some day the day of God will come. Yes, it will come soon, 
for the word of God does not cease to remain true: ‘The gates of hell 
~—~"*Taken from a small German book of the same title, publishe@ in 1930, whose 
author, a priest laboring in Mexico for a number of years prior to his expulsion from 
that country in the first year of the religious persecution under the Carranza regime, 
now lives in the United States. The sketches forming the little veleme are almost 
exclusively German translations and summaries of reports made by entirely reliable 
eyewitnesses and published in some Catholic magazines or in pamphlet ferm, in the 

Spanish language, shortly after the events took place. Some additional details were 

received by the author from personal correspondence. 
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shall not prevail against it.’ The Church of Christ will very soon cele- 
brate its triumph. We shall live to see it. I have firm faith in the 
triumph of the Church in Mexico.’ 

At that moment Pius XI did not know that the day before, in 
the city of Leon (the fourth largest city in the republic, with 63,260 
inhabitants) in the state of Guanajuato, six young men had given their 
lives for God and His Church. They were Jose Valencia Gallardo, 
27 years old; Salvador Vargas and Nicolas Navarro, both 20; Ezequiel 
Gomez, 17; Augustin Rios and Antonio Romero, both in the twenties. 
Later His Holiness paid tribute to them when, through his Cardinal 
Secretary, he greeted the Marian Sodalities which had assembled in 
Innsbruck: “‘The supernatural spirit,” he said, “produces in the young 
members of the Marian Sodality the solid piety and firmness of character 
which we can admire in Mexico. It is indeed consoling to recall that on 
the 3rd. of January, 1927, four young men in the city of Leon fell 
victims to the persecution while they proclaimed the praises of Christ 
the King. And all belonged to Marian Sodalities.’’ (These were the 
four first named above; the others were not Sodalists, but belonged to 
the League for the Defense of Religious Freedom.) 

Jose Valencia Gallardo, the leader of the group, was’ born in 
Buenavista Tomatlan, in the state of Michoacan. His father died a 
few years later, and in order to support herself and her son, the mother 
founded a little school in which religious instruction was the principal 
study. Jose attended this school. Later Senora Gallardo left Tomatlan 
and moved to Los Reyes, a small town in the same state. Jose dis- 
tinguished himself by his exemplary behavior, and when he was old 
enough to hold a position, he and his mother moved from Los Reyes 
to Leon. There he was enabled to start a small militant newspaper 
to which he gave the title ‘“‘La Voz del Pueblo,” i.e., “The Voice of 
the People.’”’ In it he presented to Calles and his adherents such truths 
that he made them his bitterest enemies. After his death they punished 
all in whose homes the soldiers and policemen found copies of this 
paper. 

For some time Jose was prefect of the Sodality of the Immaculate 
Conception and of St. Aloysius. He was also a zealous member of the 
League for the Defense of Religious Freedom. When he saw that all 
peaceful means were of no avail, he resolved to do as so many thou- 
sands of others were doing, — take up arms in defense of the holy 
cause. He and his companions prepared themselves for this first 
planned revolution in January by making the spiritual exercises of 
St. Ignatius of Loyola, and on their completion felt so strengthened 
that they exclaimed: ‘‘We are ready to give our lives for the cause we 
are defending, for it is just and holy!” 

One of their number, Nicolas Navarro, begged his father to bless 
him before his departure, and fasted the day before in order to strength- 
en himself the more in his holy resolutions. And when his young wife 
raised their little son up to him and asked whether he were not sorry 
to leave her and the baby, he replied: “‘No, above all I must now defend 
God’s cause, and if I had ten children I would leave them out of love 
for my religion. When our little son has grown up, tell him that his 
father gave his life to defend his Faith.” 
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Ezequiel Gomez said to his mother when leaving: ‘I wish to die 
because our dear Lord wants my blood for the salvation of our 
country.”’ 

The revolution could not begin on the list of January but was 
postponed to the 3d. The evening before, Jose Valencia sought his 
mother to bid her good-bye, and to obtain her last blessing. He found 
her in church at eight o’clock, where she was making the Holy Hour. 
She gave him the desired blessing with all her heart. Late that night 
the group of insurgents started for the place decided upon, a house in 
the outskirts of the city. There were not only the six we have men- 
tioned, but also a number of others. Their plans were not to be 
realized, however, and six of them were to shed their blood even before 
they reached the place of assembly. 

For, alas! a Judas had attended their secret meetings. He had 
even made the spiritual retreat with them, and had given the authorities 
the most exact account of everything. Hence when the assembly of 
young men drew near the place of meeting, they spied some soldiers 
behind a clump of trees, ready to fire at them. It was around eleven 
o’clock. While some of his companions sought safety in flight, Jose 
Valencia cried out: ‘“‘Viva Cristo Rey!’ He and eleven others were 
surrounded, beaten, and amid blows and other maltreatments, taken 
to prison. After waiting a long time in one of the courts of the build- 
ing, filled with dirt and filth, they were taken to a place outside of 
the city at one o’clock in the morning. There they were beaten, wound- 
ed with knives and dragged about on the ground until they were 
totally disfigured and their bones dislocated. The soldiers tried to 
take some important documents from Nicolas Navarro, but he swal- 
lowed them. Enraged at this, the tormentors renewed their atrocities 
so that his teeth were knocked out and blood ran from his eyes. They 
then fired two shots at him, but he still had enough strength to say to 
his fellow-sufferers: “Courage, comrades! remember the cause we are 
defending... Yes, I die for Christ; but He does not die!” He forgave 
his enemies and gave the battle cry of the Libertadores: ‘‘Viva Cristo 
Rey!” Two knife thrusts ended his life. 

When one of Nicolas’ companions, Augustin Rios, saw the prepar- 
ations for his torture, he was seized with great fear. Filled with 
sympathy, Jose Valencia turned to the soldiers and with strong and 
measured words reproached them for the crime they were about to 
commit. Then he turned to his companions and with his inborn elo- 
quence encouraged them to persevere, strengthened them with consoling 
words and reminded them of the glorious reward which God and His 
holy Mother were holding in readiness for them in heaven. Finally 
he exhorted them to die with the battle cry of the Libertadores on their 
lips. The brutal executioners did not permit him to finish his speech. 
When they heard the name of God, they threw themselves upon Jose, 
beat him in an inhuman manner and tore out his tongue. ‘‘Now speak!” 
they cried in mockery. In answer, Jose broke the ropes with which 
his hands were bound, dipped his right forefinger into his own blood 
and wrote on his bared left arm: “Viva Cristo Rey!”’ Then with his 
finger he pointed towards heaven. 

At that moment shots were heard from another direction and the 
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soldiers surmised that a crowd of defenders from the vicinity were 
coming. How many of them there might be they could not guess. 
They had intended to prolong the torture of Jose, but fearing that the 
oncomers might take possession of the city (which however did not 
happen) and still arrive in time to free their prisoners, they knocked 
the young man down and crushed his skull. They hurriedly tied 
several of the others to trees, but obviously could not bind aH of them, 
because three of them managed to escape in the excitement. They hur- 
wiedly fired at the prisoners and then departed. Two of the victims 
were only wounded and could be saved, and it was from these that all 
the particulars mentioned above were obtained. 

After sunrise, the six bodies were publicly exposed near the en- 
trance of a seminary which had been changed into a barracks, as a 
warning to the people. The whole town came to see them and to 
venerate them. The mother of the young Jose Valencia, an old lady 
of 70 years, also came. This good mother conceived such a reverence 
for her son that she considered herself unworthy to embrace him or 
to kiss his forehead, but knelt down and kissed his feet. She thanked 
God for the honor of being the mother of a confessor of the Faith, and 
begged for the body of her son, but her petition was refused. ‘What 
does it matter,’”’ she then said, ‘‘what does it matter if you do not give 
me the body of my son? This morning I gave his soul to Jesus.” 

The father of another one of the martyrs, when he stood beside the 
body of his son, said: ‘‘O my son, pray for your parents, your sisters 
and brothers, that we may be able to follow your example.” 

Does it not seem as if God wished to place these heroic young 
Sodalists of Parras, Leon and other places, and so many other Mexican 
youths not belonging to the Marian Sodalities, who offered their lives 
for their Faith, before the eyes of modern youth, to shame them for 
their lukewarmness in religion and their unprincipled ways, and to 
instil in them new ideals? Truly they have become a spectaculum 
mundi — a spectacle to the whole world. 

In the afternoon of the same day (Jan. 3, 1927), the bodies of the 
six martyrs were taken to the hospital for an autopsy. Their passage 
through the streets was like a triumphal march. The soldiers were not 
able to prevent the people from dipping handkerchiefs and sponges into 
the wounds of the confessors, from touching their bodies with rosaries 
or other objects of devotion, from cutting pieces out of their torn 
garments or from covering their bloody feet with kisses. This venera- 
tion quickly spread to all parts of Mexico and many thanksgivings 
for prayers answered have been published. 


A CANDLE IN HONOR OF THE PRECIOUS BLOOD 


T is a favorite custom of Lovers of the Blessed Sacrament to have a 

candle burned on the altar where the Blessed Sacrament is exposed 

as a symbol of their faith and a mark of their love. Let an Exposition 

Candle burn for you before the Blessed Sacrament during July to offer 
love and reparation to Jesus in honor of His Precious Blood. 

For an offering of 50¢, a large wax candle will be burned a day and a night be- 


fore the Blessed Sacrament exposed, in any one of our Eucharistic Sanctuaries; for 
$3.50, one week; and for $12.00, an entire month. 
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Pathways ta ones 


Continued 


From the inspiring book entitled JESUS, by the Most Rev. Luis 
Martinez, Archbishop of Mexico, published by ‘“‘La Cruz.’’ Translated 
from the Spanish, with the permission of the author. 


ferinonine 
UT what of moral evil, sin? Does it also tend to the good 
of those who love God? Yes; the Apostle makes no ex- 
ception and neither should we. All things, even our faults, 
even our sins, tend to our good. But is it indeed possible 
that sins co-operate to the good of those who love God? A few simple 
reflections will suffice to show that they may and actually do. 
Consider the Sacrifice of Jesus. Has it not been the greatest event 
in human history, the most fruitful, the most efficacious, or better said, 
the only efficacious event, granting that from it comes all that is efh- 
cacious in the supernatural order? Does not Holy Church proclaim 
the very sin of Adam “happy” because it gave occasion for the coming 
of Jesus Christ to redeem us? On Holy Saturday the Church sings: 
O felix culpa, que talem ac tantum meruit Redemptorem! — “O happy 
fault, that merited to have such and so great a Redeemer! O truly 
needful sin of Adam!” What audacity on the part of the Church! 
But it is an audacity springing from a profound insight. And ever since 
the fall of Adam, Our Lord has constantly the same end in view, both 
in the history of mankind in general and in the history of each in- 
dividual soul: namely, to draw good from evil. In history we see this 
perfectly exemplified. The cowardice of Pilate, the spiteful sagacity 
of Caiphas, the intrigue and pride of the chief priests, scribes and 
pharisees, were the ladder leading to the sacrifice of Jesus. The re- 
jection of the Jews was the occasion of the vocation of the Gentiles. 
The tyranny of the Czsars during the first three centuries of the Church 
gave rise to the innumerable multitude of martyrs in whom we glory. 
The heresies following upon the persecutions gave occasion to the 
divers Fathers and Doctors to explain to us her doctrine... And thus, 
invariably, God always draws good from evil. 


And what God does on a larger scale in history, He repeats, in a 
proportionate degree, in every individual soul. One day, in heaven, 
we shall see the importance played in the work of our sanctification 
by our faults and sins. Though, to be sure, we shall feel sorrow at 
having offended Our Lord, still, after all, we shall have to exclaim with 
the Church: “O happy sins of mine that merited to have such a Re- 
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deemer! O truly needful faults!”. . . for our faults humble us and 
make us realize our own nothingness, which is one of the principal 
benefits for which God permits theni. 

Unfortunate indeed would be our soul if it had no misery! It 
would then be deserving of pity, for it would be in imminent danger of 
falling from grace. In order not to have a single fault, it were neces- 
sary to have been conceived without sin as was the Blessed Virgin, 
and to be full of grace. May Our Lord not permit the counterbalance 
of our miseries ever to be wanting to us! But let us be sincere. Do 
our faults grieve and cause us repugnance solely and exclusively be- 
cause they are offenses against God? Or do not selfish motives fre- 
quently intervene, as for instance, because such faults stain our soul, 
or because they hurt our self-love, etc? In a similar manner, do we 
not wish to be delivered from temptation not simply because we are 
exposed to the danger of offending God, but also because we wish to 
be freed from the struggle which it entails and the trouble which ac- 
companies it? 

Therefore, all things, even evil itself, co-operate for the well-being 
of those who love God. Should our faults, then, make us lose our 
peace? Without doubt, we must repent of them and make every effort 
to correct ourselves; and if our love of God is very great it will cause 
us to grieve deeply at the thought of having offended Him. But while 
our contrition may be most intense, our peace will be the greater with 
the assurance of forgiveness and the thought that our faults in God’s 
hands will be converted into instruments for our sanctification. This 
being so, is it not true that it would be a very simple proceeding, and 
one most efficacious and easy in our striving for perfection, to receive 
each day from Our Lord what He sends us, and to give Him, day by 
day, as far as is possible to our frailty, whatever He asks, with the 
absolute assurance that whatever God sends and asks of us each day 
is the most profitable and beneficial to us? 

Sometimes, on arising in the morning, do we not seek to anticipate 
beforehand the whole course of the day? — “What will I have to do? 
What may I have to suffer? What must I fear? or hope?” And then 
we form our program... Yet we ought not to have any other program 
than that marked out for us by God. Let this day bring what it will; 
it is sent to us by God, by Him, and by no other. Come as it may, 
let us be sure that it comes enveloped in the love of Our Lord, and 
destined to sanctify us. Should we not say: “Precisely by the events 
of this day will I sanctify myself, because it is the loving Providence 
of God, His effectual and constant solicitude that sends them, knowing 
my needs, and knowing too what is most efficacious for my sanctifica- 
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tion.” If we really understood this, is it not true that we would possess 
within ourselves an ocean of peace? 
eee 

But there is a final objection. I am willing to agree that by follow- 
ing the course traced out for me by God and by submitting to His will in 
al] that He disposes for my good, I shall walk securely and be at peace; 
but here is precisely the point that gives rise to my anxiety: I have the 
sad privilege of abusing my liberty, of resisting the Divine Will, of 
straying and following a crooked path. Is not this a just reason for 
worry? No. It is a just motive for contrition and for very firm re- 
solves, but never for losing peace of heart. For, even if I am sinful, 
evil and miserable, God does not cease to be good; even if I often 
stray away, God does not abandon me. Has He not revealed to us His 
Heart in the parable of the Good Shepherd who left the ninety-nine 
sheep in ‘the desert to go after the one that was lost? Oh, yes, if I 
go astray, Jesus will look for me. Of this I have absolute certainty, 
and He will take me into His omnipotent arms and make me rest upon 
His shoulders, and Hé will return me again to the fold. It may be 
that in order to return to the right path I shall have to suffer; but 
happy, blessed, are the sufferings that expiate my fault and unite me 
once more to my God! 

No, whatever may be our faults, whatever may be our wanderings, 
we have no right to lose either our hope or our peace, because we are 
Christians, and as Christians we have received as a heavenly gift, as a 
seal of Jesus Christ, the PEACE that the world cannot give and still 
less take away. I may suffer, I may repent, I may do penance for 
my sins, I may sacrifice myself... all, yes, but with peace of heart, 
because I know that I have SomEONE who loves me despite my in- 
gratitude and infidelities, because I know that I have SOMEONE who, 
if I go the wrong way, will go in search of me, and will raise me up 
if I fall; Someone who, if I fall into the mire, will purify and re- 
establish me. 

Oh, if we but understood Jesus! If we but took into account all 
His love and mercy! If we but knew how much He loves us and watches. 
over us, all fear would vanish from our souls, and on the wings of 
hope we would rise above the miseries of life and the Kingdom of God 


would be established in our souls in peace... ! To be continued 


Spiritual Vitamin for July 


Glory be to the Blood of Jesus, now and forever, and throughout 
all ages! 
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Little Louvers’ League 


OOO 0 One 


ESUS has told us many beautiful stories in the Gospel. 
One of these is the story of the Prodigal Son. This story 
shows how much God loves poor sinners and how much 
He longs for them to be sorry for their sins, so He can 

Af forgive them and take them back as His dear children. 

We can imagine how, in the early years of his life, the 
prodigal son was a bright and happy boy in his rich and beautiful 
home, where everyone was good to him and where he enjoyed all kinds 
of pleasures. We can fancy him playing with his elder brother, as 
joyful and merry as all innocent children are in their games. Morning 
and night, he probably knelt down to pray, to thank God for His 
goodness and to ask Him to help’‘him to be good. But perhaps some- 
times he was lazy and left his prayers unsaid. Then, too, because 
he had such a beautiful home and so many comforts, and never had to 
go without anything that he wanted, perhaps he grew up to be selfish 
and wasteful, and little by little forgot God and the duties he owed 
to God. 

By degrees, then, and not all at once, for no one ever turns to 
evil suddenly, this boy began to grow careless in saying his prayers. 
At first it worried him a little, but after a while he did not think of it 
any more. Then he probably started going with bad companions, even 
though he knew his father would not like him to do so. But they said 
nice things about him just to get him to come with them, and because 
he had neglected his prayers he did not have the courage to say “no” 
when they wanted him to do wrong. In this way he kept on going 
from bad to worse, until he finally became so bad that he was ashamed 
to look his dear, kind father in the face. 

One day he made up his mind to leave home. So he went to his 
father and asked for his share of the money which would come to the 
children after their father’s death. This made the father very sad, but 
he gave him the money, and the foolish boy went off with his bad 
companions. He had turned away from God, and now he indulged 
in all kinds of sinful pleasures. He thought of nothing but eating 
and drinking and enjoying himself. He had many friends as long as 
he had money, but when it was all gone and they could not have any 
more fun at his expense, they left him. , 

The poor, penniless boy then became so miserable and so hungry 
that he went to a farmer and asked if he could work for him. The 
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man sent him to take care of the pigs, to feed them and clean their 
pens. This work was very hard for the once rich young man, but he 
was so hungry that he accepted it, to earn a little money, and would 
have been glad if he could have eaten even the scraps that were given 
to the pigs. But no one offered him anything. After some time he 
began to feel so tired and sick and miserable that he sat down to rest. 
While he was sitting there, his thoughts went back to his happy and 
beautiful home far, far away. Probably at that very moment the kind 
old father, whose heart he had broken, was praying for his poor lost 
boy. And he began to think how even his father’s hired helpers 
were a thousand times better off than he was. He remembered too 
how good and kind his father had always been to him and felt ashamed 
for the way he had acted. He remembered what a tender and for- 
giving heart his father had, and as he thought of these things he made 
up his mind to go home and throw himself at his father’s feet and 
ask forgiveness. He would tell his father that he knew he no longer 
deserved to be treated as his son, but would be happy to be received 
as one of his servants. 

The unfaithful son did not think of the disgrace of going back 
home, covered with dirt and sores and rags. He knew his father’s 
great, loving heart too well to fear that he would send him away. So 
he started out on his journey and walked and walked a long way. It 
seemed as if he would never reach his home. His steps became slower 
and slower as his strength almost gave out. But he kept on, and when 
he was still quite far from home, he saw in the distance a black speck 
that seemed to be coming toward him. As he drew nearer he saw 
that it was his dear, kind father coming to meet him. The boy hurried 
as much as possible, for he could scarcely drag himself along. When 
he came up to his father, he began to weep, and falling on his knees, 
cried, “Father, father, I have sinned against heaven and before you! 
I am no longer worthy to be called your son!” The father could 
not speak because of his great joy at the return of his son, but put 
his arms around him and kissed him many times. Then he led him 
toward the house. 

He was so pleased to have his boy safe at home once more that 
he forgave and forgot all the past, and ordered the servants to 
make music and prepare a fine dinner. He had the servants bring the 
best clothes for his son, and place a ring on his hand, and invite his 
friends to celebrate his home-coming. All this was done to show the 
boy how completely his father forgave him and how overjoyed he was 
to have his dear lost child home once more. 

This is a beautiful story, but do you know what Jesus really 
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meant to tell us by it? That kind old father represents Jesus Himself, 
our loving Savior, who longs for the return of sinners. Jesus wanted 
to teach us by this story that there is no sin, no ingratitude too great 
for Him to forgive. All that He requires is a humble confession and 
sincere sorrow for the sins committed, in the same way the prodigal 
son confessed he had sinned and was sorry. The boy in the story 
knew that his father would forgive him, or he would not have dared 
to return home. In the same way Jesus wants us to believe in His 
readiness to forgive us when we have offended Him, if we are truly 
sorry. 

You are still, we hope, innocent boys and girls, such as the prodi- 
gal son was before he started neglecting his prayers and going out 
with bad companions. But this story should teach you to beware of 
small faults and sins; for if you are careless about little things, you 
may very easily fall into greater sins and by and by even offend the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus by mortal sins. But if you should be so un- 
fortunate as to do so, Jesus wants you to know that He will forgive 
even mortal sins, if you are truly sorry for them, and confess them. 

The story has also another lesson we should not overlook. This 
lesson is the longing of Jesus for the conversion of sinners. Last 
month we told you how Jesus asked for THREE GOLDEN PENNIES, 
by which He meant the prayers, sacrifices, Holy Masses and Com- 
munions of children, to help Him convert sinners. We hope that you 
are giving Him many of these Golden Pennies. The story of the 
prodigal son should encourage you to keep on praying for sinners in 
order to give Jesus the joy of having them come back to Him. 

July is the month of the Precious Blood. Jesus shed all His 
Blood upon the Cross in order to wash away the sins of ungrateful 
souls. Nothing could please Him more during this month than if 
you would give Him many “Golden Pennies” by offering that Precious 
Blood to the Heavenly Father for sinners, and by receiving It in Holy 
Communion for their conversion, His Precious Blood is of infinite 
worth and It can purchase souls back from the devil who has them 
in. his power when they are guilty of mortal sins. Perhaps you know 
someone who should be a Catholic, but does not go to church or 
pray. How much joy you could give the Heart of Jesus by praying 
for that soul and offering up the Precious Blood for his conversion. 
If you keep on doing this, some day God will surely give the grace 
‘that is needed to save that soul. Or, if you do not know any particular 
person you would like to pray for, you can offer the Precious Blood 
for poor sinners throughout the world, and God will be able through 
your prayers to give grace to some sinful souls, who might otherwise 
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die in mortal sin and be condemned to hell for all eternity. 


Practice: Offer up Holy Communion on the feast of the Precious 
Blood, July 1, and on the First Friday, July 5, to atone for your own 
sins, for the sins of those you love, and for the sins of the whole 
world. 

Aspiration: Repeat frequently during the day: Eternal Father, 
I offer Thee the Precious Blood of Jesus so that many sinners may 
be converted to Thee! e 

A SPECIAL REQUEST: During the next few weeks we would 
also like to ask you to offer as many “Golden Pennies’ as possible, to 
ask Jesus to bless the Congress of the Enthronement, for priests, 
which will be held on the 16th, 17th and 18th of July. Then if you 
will write us sometime before the 12th of July and tell us how many 
“Golden Pennies”’ you have offered for this intention, we will be happy 
to send the number to the Fathers in charge of the Congress, so they 
can be added to the “Spiritual Treasury”’ which is being formed from 
the prayers and good works of children and grown people all over 
the country. Say often for this intention the little prayer: ‘Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, Thy Kingdom come!” 


War-Sufferers of Europe Plead for Help 


ORDS are powerless to express the extent of misery and suffer- 
(@ ing which millions of persons are enduring in war-torn Europe. 
Never have the demands of Christian charity been so urgent as at the 
present time. With the pitiful cries of the victims are mingled the 
pleas of the Holy Father and of the Bishops of the whole world, that 
help be given generously and as quickly as possible. Yes, the Sacred 
Heart Himself reminds all Christians: “Whatsoever you have done for 
the least of these, My brethren, you have done for ME!” and sounds 
the warning that failure to assist the hungry, the homeless, and the 
destitute, is failure to assist HJM because He identifies Himself with 
His human brethren. 

Anyone who wishes to aid in the great charitable work of relief, 
particularly of destitute convents, may send funds to:— 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Good St. Anne (Feast, July 26) — A devotional booklet with gn 


account of the veneration of St. 
Anne, her relics, her basilica and shrine, and the power of her intercession 
as shown by numerous miracles. Proper of the Mass, litany and prayers 
in her honor. 10¢ 


St. Benedict, the Beloved of God (Feast of his Solemnity, July |1) 


An inspiring account of the holy life, works and miracles of the saint 
“beloved by God and men.’”’ May be used for a novena in preparation for 
his feast. 10¢ 


Liturgical Novenas & Triduums for Feasts of the Blessed Virgin 


— Recommended for the feasts of the Blessed Virgin which are celebrated 
during July, namely, the Visitation, July 2, and Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, 
July 16. Also minor feasts of the Humility of Mary and Mother of Mercy 
during July. Prayers are drawn exclusively from the Liturgy. The booklet 
contains in addition to novenas and triduums, an explanation of De Montfort’s 
devotion to Mary and has many beautiful prayers in this spirit. 128 pages. 
15¢ 














Sacramentals — An explanation of sacramentals, particularly the 
Crucifix, Sign of the Cross, Holy Water, Blessed Candles 
and Palm, Scapulars and Medals. Timely as a reminder of the spiritual 
advantages of wearing the scapular of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel. 10¢ 


The Mysteries of Mary — Considerations on the mysteries of Our 
Lady’s fifteen principal feasts, with a prayer 


in honor of the particular mystery and a special practice suggested as a 
means to prepare oneself for the feast in the spirit of the mystery. Includes 
the July feasts of the Visitation and Our Lady of Mt. Carmel. 10¢ 


Daily Companion for Secular Oblates of St. Benedict -— A prac- 
bat tical hand- 
book for Benedictine Oblates, clearly outlining the spiritual ideal of the 
Oblate and offering invaluable guidance for the daily life of the “‘lay Bene- 
dictine.”” 96 pages. 15¢ 


Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 














For the Month of the Precious Blood 


wooo 


Devotion to the Precious Blood — A booklet which explains the 
SSCS ESSE SSeSSSeeeeeeeeeee excellence of devotion to the Pre- 


cious Blood and offers practical suggestions for venerating It. It contains 
the Mass for the Feast of the Precious Blood, a litany and many beautiful 
prayers. 10¢ 


Fountains of Salvation — Treats of the Sacraments, the channels 

cocecccccccssesscceseseses* through which the Most Precious Blood 
comes to souls, and discusses in detail baptism, confirmation and holy 
orders. 10¢ 


My Daily Companion at Mass — Contains the ordinary of the: 

SSSSSSSSSSSeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaseeaeee Mass in Latin and in English, with 
appropriate prayers for the Proper parts; also daily prayers, confession 
and Communion devotions. A handy little booklet which slips into purse 
or pocket. 10¢ 


Communicate Frequently and Devoutly — An exhortation to the 
aa igi SW tT a co Te ee reception of Holy 


Communion according to the decree of Pope Pius X. 10¢ 


Communion Devotions in Union with Mary — A beautiful col- 
SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSESESESEEE REESE eeceeeee lection of prayers for 


preparation and thanksgiving; Communion Mass; novena prayers. 10¢ 


Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord Part II — 


A booklet that has found wide favor on account of its excellent adaptation 
of Scriptural texts and liturgical prayers for the use of the laity in prepara- 
tion for the feasts of Our Lord. The complete series of feasts is covered 
in two booklets, Part II containing the feasts for the latter half of the 
Church Year. 96 pages. 15¢ 


Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations — A splendid collection of 
SSSSSSSSSSHSSSSSSEESSSSSSSSeeeeeeeseseasaae indulgenced prayers whose 


use offers an easy and fruitful source of gaining merits for oneself and 
assisting the poor souls. Contains also a short explanation of indulgences, 
their efficacy and the manner of gaining them. 10¢ 


Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 
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